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'• -' ; i->.• •’ ' Extortion. ■' •■V' v ■• • >' 'V-i'-'W'/ " ?' 
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... jbfamination re^u&eied.. 'byv^ ifeiif T/Jllc '••; ... ; ’ ■ ’• i yv 

•* -.'■..Heferencar^ ■Latter : • -'y * *' 
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9-999>-2 Kl* One bpjtrlng thd tevcnm.hajidwxH.tini: of pfiA^Ls?, ^5 1ST 

.># .... ..-.. KMKAS.'bojrfininB <» * wwlat*. ,Jho orlcln xadii.* ■< 

, ■ ' . •/-' 1 • ^ ;; > -#*<■■ y* 'V -*•. -d;>- 

^ ■ . . ■* * . ■• ■;■:• •. ~ 

Beffiilt of Exadsfitibn? . ^ . ‘ 

A, mnrch waa wadd! in th^'.Knoj^rttouf .tettar file in aft . . 

aiteopt to find otoor Trritiqcff ponUldng tha aafc?' hanrtrrlting eJafrs'^-^ ^ 
tariniics which’appear on, #pad,j»n d Vmt ftbna 'wia'' fo r OTlr.. A »rit*cbl*V f r ^ 
. photographic, copy 1* bding added to thia fil* and in tba brent of iiy,< 
future identification your office will ha notified* ‘ : ' 1 . .: 

' ,■' - ' . . ■'*’•#* ■*■>,' T< - r\. . ■’ . J t t * *■ 

^ .ortglnmlfovldonoai. ttpddxm Xljit^bolJis r*t*l*ii<»tl . 
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V*TfcV. r.,-»t. . 


AN OF CONTEMPLATED EXTORTION FROM HELENA RUBIN- 


'‘'FRITZ KUHNj_ CHARLES WESLEY HARMAN. EXTO 

YkELENA°RUBINSTEIN, VICTIM. IfifwMATION RECEIVED FEBRUAR l 

INSTANT FROM CHARLES *|{£RffAN OF CONTEMPLATED EXTORTION FROM HELENA RUI 
STEIN, NYC HARMAN/.ECfENTLY RELEASED FROM CLINTON PRISON, NT WHERE 
INCARCERATED WITH KUHnI h-AN PROMULGATED TO EXTORT FIVE 


INCARCERATED WITH KUHN|_pLAN PROMULGATED TO EXTORT FIVE 

HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM VICTIM BY -SSwvK USE OF SWASTIKA DECORATED 
THREATENING LETTER THROUGH MAILS. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH REQUEST WOULD 
, RESULT IN LIQUIDATION OF VICTIMS CLOSE RELATIVE IN GERMANY. HARMAN 
WAS TO HANDLE ALL FLANS AND ACT AS MAIN SUBJECT BUT DESIRES TO GO 
STRAIGHT AND COOPERATE WITH BUREAU. INFORMANT ADMITS LONG CRIMINAL-aCSS* 
RECORD. HARMAN STATES KUHN IN POSSESSION 0^ INFORMATION ABOUT VICTIM 
WHICH WOULD INDUCE HER TO COMPLY WITH DEMAND. NEW YORK OFFICE 
CONTEMPLATES INSTRUCTING INFORMANT TO DROP PLAN. AGENTS WILL INTERVIEW 
VICTIMS AND INSTRUCT HER TO ADVISE NEW YORK OFFICE IMMEDIATELY 
IN EVENT SHE RECEIVES THREATENING LETTER. 7 ABOVE PLANS TO BE EFFECTED 
UNLESS CONTRARY INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED.’.HARMAN WILL BE FURTHER VIGOROUSLY 


QUESTIONED TO ASCERTAIN ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. LETTER FCLLCLSV 
FOXsGETH ) V* y'i 
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KRi tr!t2 nsxii _ 

: CHAHXJS3 msi 4tUUtt#; V . 
RKLEXA iRta M flT K I X j,; Yictlk) 

Exroancar 


Vary \ truly Vourij 




l Cv ■ 


Ktftr Toxr, Kv* Tork 




Dwr Sir* 






'w ‘ 


~ - ■ R»fgr -cpc> is aads. to this report of Spsdsl Agsnt' 

l dstsd 'ltorch W>19A2^*t Kwr Tork. City in tha 
•bora captioned e4*e« . •'*•'• vf.• :; \4>' v '.y C 

.. Tha Barsau dssiroa ■ that tha jilliigad viet&a .in , 

thiscsss,^KTOv Bslsns Rsbsn^toiil^'tlj fifth Arenas, Ear 

Tork, b* intarriswad stthassrlieit possihlssoasat. And . 
iimt ths rssalto of earns bs snSslttod to tha Bdr&K: in- 
report Torn inaedlatsly there* ft or« • . 
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FEDERAL BUREAUtOF INVESTIGATION 
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RDORTMAMiy 


SYNOPSfS or FACTS: 


<■ V ' 1 ■ '■'+.* 


CrlinliS; HARMAN' VoluntarilyfurniBhed •:• 

He*,Jerk office, 2/27/42 uith'details 
' of possible extortion plot against v 

HELENA RUBINSTEIN, xmilthy tollat . 
preparations owner, JJ.Y.C.' .KAKEAN .. 7.. 
released from.Clirttoa Prleori,--I>inn6ROrs, 
».t. t -2/25/A2 *fcere. ram'XtJHH. ex-Sund . ; 

lc ader l ___presently,. ix** w 

carcsratedTl furnished'*11 in¬ 

structions tolLSSSS, although KBHK be¬ 
lieved instigator* of plot to extort 
$500,000,00 frorf.victim on threats..to 
harm victims;sister-in German*'^Siwpie, 
of proposed lotto* *hich-is te .be.;e6nt,‘ r 
through **ila by K&JON set forth. W0M 
who is to^ dire ct all - plans instructed to 
hold all action in abeyance* Victim to : <' v 
be interviewed,'' . ••' : ~ ■„■■• 




-v/vj 




fZFmxcii'i*’ 

fETAlLSt 

*. v 


. .i roeiP&t'injiici.. .t*', 

This invest^jatJori ?s^pJtL?cfated[ upon k _ 
information furnished by CHXEIES't^S m . ;£ 
volur.Urily appeared-in the. 


Teletype frou^iw 
. to the Bureau^S 




V- i C~ 

.u zJZ V ; 















ft-'. 






L.-v.. 


, ,*■-...-., .... ■■- •■ -;. ■ --&K z%> 

■:■■ . ., ■ ■•'• . ■...- 


.,- -:•;• .. :-****& 
i • ( •* *. .; 'Vi;** J *- 1 ^ \l '■ ’ , ■ . ft.-.f,, 

' ^ ■' ; ■•„.'•••■ ■ •.• • , ’ • ->-v /'-/ ' v -*-v:' ; . 


■ ., , '‘-r> ■’ , .. ' 


■JJetf iortc yield office on 

. ■ ' . * . , ’"'*•*.*>.<•*• jr •'$£*-%-‘ \ ^;•.^ ■ _ *’ .t I; ' 

■V. ^KAPlUtf? stated .that h# : hiif Vein *releas«d ■' 

prl^oft, tinnenora, Me* lork on iSfe^iny., 25 , : 1942, he.' L had'{*£ 

completed-serving a ten ys&f. a&itence, for fofgexy* fttRkAN. also; : 
related that he had fc*^ sentenced to Sefryo this tera, in v * '' <r ; ■ 

General Sessions Court. Hew TorkCity^ iw^tiii>e durijig \ 

He admitted serving approximately two years in .tha. rsderal^U-; 
penitentiaryat Atlanta' for' conspiracy’ in a confidence, game, ■;U 
and also that he had served v ap 5 WJdLffatoly 'iro years in the . 
Nebraska State PefetCi^iar^ •thr<»d£v 19^4 on the v : . 

charge of forgety. 


.SAKJttK informed the writer, tha't^.he-hftd’-in hla 
possession, facts reyolrtnfc around a 4 plan to extort frort '.' : Y , . 

HKLBKA RUBETSYSIK the amount; of $500^000.00, based updii .:. • 

threat to injure the victim 11 a sister, who presumably presently ■ 
resides in Berlin, Germany* 'KARXAN stated that'daring:the -V v . ; 
years he spent in Clinton Prison, he became intimately" acquainted 

He. stated that when FRITZ ICUH?l,.fonaer ,Bund leader entered Clinton 
Pris on approximately th ree Years agoKUtt?^‘hacaraeJ.very intimate, • 
with | I raKKAK said that during:tWthree : wntbs 

prior to his release, V;plan had been pivttul^.Trhorebrjr HELENA 
RUBINSTEIN,- wealthy toilet prej^afatt "ns cnm^r, ii to be'.the - ^ 
victim of a "she.ke-Hiown* to. the 'extent^f :|500,000.00* feAHKAN 
: states th at be knows for a fact that KUHK is' the instigator of 
this pDanJ 

Ro added t!na^ t> nis piatn is tne result or a tnree montns cararnl 
planning- cf KUS j j lIAPagAtf also stated that he doubted 

whether TdHh is swire. of th4 X4ct-that ,he, KARKAH, ie the in- : 


■^j 

■ b7c s 




the plans, as soon as RARKAR^Arrived irt' \$t* Tork City y he was^. 
to prepare and cail^^a.' ^1*t tox* and 'eend^ : li' though the United States 
rasils to the victim, so^asod to a HSUSK)t HUBIKSTSI3?/'35-U 30th 
Avenue, long Island City', ri*r Tork, : ':or to;.HKIiNA HUBiNSTEIN, .KC-', 
715 Fifth Avencae, K«w York City. - : t - . ' 

HAKUAN prepared in his cnm handwriting a duplicate 1 . . ... 
of the extortion letter, which is to be sent to' the victim, this ’ 


-• ■ .■ *-.yU.* •■ I't ■-: «■ -vV . 
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■ £ H*#:.**- ;> .'V.;k.v 


v ' C: v^.; ;•: >•■/.■; ■:/vt’v-Y 

v ;V ? ; s&. - ; . 

V ,'" W»■>* ■■• 

• ■.'■";* # v.r.-*.Ti/. v.\- > . ■"- 

’ < ■• 'J . > .» - ^ ■ ' A : . ' . v- , . ■ 


Jp> 





■ v '" ... 






' ' - ' r\'' W;: : ’ 

' ’ ■ '. . >.l ■. r * *4y „ •/.!.•• - • . \ f 

. - -i- ■ * i- .■ " , -.' V"'c ^Ic*•::•.•* • ■ .. . • 

; • Itting ,d<H56 la th*' ti&K 

letter are'quoted as follows* •..*< . ; . yp ■ ■;.y-.,p ■ 

'. V : . ; -■•’:- 

. 7 -. ■ ’’■J ■ V: 

■. ''*>■?,,you Iflll rtC0^lV«e : .TdU will* ,r : ‘- 

• later then t4'days) ..lucass thtf^sttt of $500,0CX)«06 •.!.' ’ 

. .■ ptViroto^diiliTwy^ v In^tJ^iivCurrenty. as' f *•* : C\, 

fellows:' 'J10O,QCO.0O dn $106^WiLs','ei'OO.OOO.OO 
' in $50 bills, Jl60,006.00 in-$20 bills. $100,000'00 ! ■ 

In ^lObills, and {100,000.bills. 

'v'-V.' ',-■ ‘ . ... '.:. i( ..' 1 ,- \ ;•, ’ ■ 

"I0tt will Sl^iy your'.co^piiaft(*i6 ; with 

nandate by inserting, in the'peTsoJjjp; Colmn of \ ' "': 

v' . * the^H.Y. Tines,. for 3 days, Starting Crista) a&v / 

’ ' '■ '‘' tvHuwst : tOeQrz#■■Hr^Eslen:.*ahi$\%6 ze* rtni, :\V>:V 

FeC.T. 1 . ■■' 1; .< s ^: , »-.- *. '. '. 1 

•.;, . ’’Fur-thet* . " ; : 

you. AJy effort to corau&££a. i t& with . *iy' law en- ■ - 

foiKieaent fes«lnscy;;br,W, ^»der'tho.iw5c«asfui carr^ino ; 

’• . , ^ of oroer of thiV'iamdats irill ceet with' p.p .; 

instant reprisals. Ary 'attesipt, io'cause .the arrest ' f ‘ 
. ; of ti.o person contacting you or voiir egen't Will in 

':'• • >- *aj( eabarrass us but^-idll:result in the• irrediste xy. 
UqniUatiwi of yoar/D&^.fiia Abroad,' who iai still- 

T - . ; ■ • .;■•■■ .,,. 

+k» i'u • 1 \* , ^ Ad ^ ; ‘ 

" ^ Presence of th#,*rtter without.'a^'he siUUon , ' V 

c* though at. had been neaorUed.'- ',*H» stated that, there were no' >. . 
iftS^ictione in..writing. «»d tUt byeryththg.'wai:carried in his ^ V 
rslat«dvAat;:.the Uiter^t^; b* witteh^n bluish 
SSSL^r - crayon ‘ *«i W^ryr'iwigh. 

MJUAA furtfi*r stated that the insignia of the Sasi swastika is 

th# ConUnts of the extortion Xetisr^and that 
through.etch of the squares created by the swastika are tafce •/ , - 

written the following letters*7*0. HAftmi. iitateU,,tJ»t ■• "?* 

^*1 , 8l f^> "Cfai2S.OK The fom / 

•*" iv - ^AFKAH states i8 to be used and which is to ba written ' 

:.r ra-v* the extortion letter is,, taAcated^y' the following draw- 

' •■ -■• 4 " . V'i'V'**. • •*• v; 4 * v -'.,v -s •, „* , • 



&mp;, 


.. t *Vi' 




■ • 

j-^hsv^ 





. > *>**-&' ■ 



, -: >' >-V ^ ' 




























'r-§#'r^4 

I^SSS^J 


4 i^-T*.*.»?' z v:~vr?vviv ■ - - 

; v? :M; :^'-x-: : . 




."... W';V-: :/'' : .#.S.^ ; ^ ,-,^X ,, *^ 

- ' '•'-,’ fr™'' : ' ^~,/. X-'^'ri^.- v'- •- ''i.'-v!'i-'■ J ' -.-f-‘ 


turn is xu obtiin t-hft service's of,a Ku.,3 win* 3 n»n,is' : to ■ ' ;, v 

be quite uneducated;- * and-.W.ter/ df picking ug teT. ;- : ' 

deliitering bundles 16 i KOiv^tjtfini^h£jyfy2:*3/• irtll^cibwain.tb» Z S, • ] -w 
extortion- package* Irow' ;it• t6^fidner.xldsi^a.^ed; ' 

plai^'^Al!tfcis?poi^ ,eitortion.^- 'V •;.-; >r<U^j^ 

package , and place it In\ha <uu st_Iflt)\ dne : o t bis . >^#*4 

assistants*' At this.poixrt/the plans Are x 

be «cXixiaaifld!L* I tbe^ty. breaking the, sequence &tQpreyQtzt±n£ v- " - 

either I k ARKtfffrdfii"Being’ idehtified^V' ''"' 




I 'attotpspj In 
counsels at; a-is^ -trial , 




b7c JI 

sill 




| ^lso stated that. cnd|_| attatsejr^in • ; . 

j; f x fork City ana ft member of the defense counsel# at; 3 j*?# trial , . : J VC^ 
In > ^ Y^rk .Htv-. i B a verj^. Close frisrd of JCWM'S / ^d'toVfeels ' = -, b7C §g* 
tb*t| prill -enter-the plcture‘befcre,.ihe plan ie- isfeplpted, 4^' 
or at least after the' isotiey'-has: bo*h obtained frem’theV victim. • :.' 
flips m indicated that in the event lirsV , ‘AWB3HSr3l^A{^ori' ! tbe ^'''r*'f»o$v;j#r, 
note, other note# will ba. sent «id U no wsulU.are feriheaii-’;: Tf** : »$$*■* 
in C> plane are to be erfectM whwet# i 

her son-in-law. Who is manager of-tha victim 1 i ~fcorpbratlegf will• - 
be kidnapped. HARMAN stated that hie cut in.this plari.ie to be ; . ~- ■ 
fifty per cent or- $2*0,000. 00. and that th e remainder of the 'money ..-• - '■>'5, a= 
ia to be. split between KUHN |He Stated that.he had v.-.•rV^^g 

been trying to fathom the active ior sending this, note,'end stated - '-1'/^; 
that'he concluded that' KUHN night expect, to-be. able..td; be„-re- :\ iv*V wgw 
leased fron. prison in the event he had sufficient‘cash to Work wiO>«Vn^c< 
iitwn also ifcited that .tee bad. considered- the possibility that KUHN • .Vg^I^wBi 
tight have, by some, urdenown rWftns, tipped4 off -the .^yiefci* in .this e*»#vL;.:*sH 
With the hope s tliftt in this maiihar, hd, night' 'rtfceive,.sanB ’consideraticzj^^ 
when he came up fbr parple ati-Uuji.clintbrv' Pri’edn. v.fUSSttN, 
hs came directly to the hew l Torjc Fiol!fibfCi6e,.he,oftusd..fee^r6lt^tbat - 
te would at fenpi -to be-of vdervics 

further that he felt that-.fce was iii possession of inforratioh, -whioi.. 
bad great rasdlications, and-ibrthBr-. that sSae.lnidiviAial'a lif*; - 
Wight be endangered. . NASJaJJ plaeed a great 'iaount of az^jhasis ba 
the' flarriei* in 1 which thelej?tdrtibn. latter. i» to ba.pri^ared, in- 2 
cicatinr tliavl lifteiatw tfet ■the.'rifati\«wsstika.with the^i_ 

letters *0C?«* will.hays a groat effect upon 'the~vlctig4 « j 
■-tRtffid .tJac KUHK knows that. the. 'victim 1 is, sending ■ large -'.sums or" 
=cn*^"aVrjH»fi’^c" '>»rma«y- .**.;j»:otert a eister &f hare *3»;is.ln,tfidi J 
custody of cfficiwl* isi ?eriih^ -stated that he did 
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J'«v'* ‘ v -Wi ' - 7 N-' I 




'*»(«, .. * > ./ '.-V. . 1 , 

■' * ''■ ’•>.■; . 'U 


■ -.Y." .-.In -.• ■ ••..». 


9 -SS 5 . 




iri : 'vnis omc* «n ". TV 

would ****** dlscuaaed with 1 fbrth briefly' 1 
a teletyp* »= twr^tt^t»^«urgj^*jgai- pla ^.. 
the ab<mi irtfonaat io n>.advl8^C|«ttTfirt^ffrw^j and'ib^ -it^aa . ’ . 
of this office to interview aKUK* RW®»«“r *' : u&i»8 not to- ;' : 
SntwpUUd ttet plan. :. . ': ^ 

take*n>- i^rther-action in 

' -.;■ on torch 2, 1942 , T 

Torfrfttrifr ****?» ^.swaas,***;:, *'"^3 

Arentl |&Ad the * .- ; 4 ft*‘A 

ShS2ft£«^(?S»'i^«?-« W>raq» 38ft" H«n ■»J>i 

" ”rtS.5 .*•*US?:r -plf 

States iiwy stat^Ahar/aod that'.;. ■ 

to CDflpttr-0% *3* f^“ 8 {^^8 ' S S^^S^ine for.: •■ ' 
he wsa discharged oa 7eV>- * ^ ^onorahle discharge papers, ■ . 

' SS“SS«itS 

£ fn 

riintenance in the files. . ' V..^ . /' i; . .' r ..' f 

phonieally contact the He tflindiCatedUthat IVwoutdfce i**- M •• s*r. 

■lurirtc o*r ' addf ess^as^he did .r»)t knpw'where\ 

£&?&«**■ >» XS ! - - : S 

ne *»«w ^ > Vivw»v - stated that it was zllbo , ,.** 

'• The following T -T. %a 

sis a result of personal observation and Interview*, • . „■ ; ,*,£ 


-- 


" : a -yfc*. 1 .*-**, 
>; ' -■ -■ iVl 

r, 










- ^#C® 

Birthplace 


,.^CriRlES^--'WSUff HAnKBR 
,52 years., : . -v.-,' 

.Hew-Pobhelle, H«w.I«k.,. 


' ’ .'• ^£ Z?»jv^ns- 

,' ■■ r:J 








I * ' 1 ■■ ^ j 


J^S 3 


'^eS5w»| 



■J l..« _ 

w/.f 
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